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For more than a decade, the ING studentship programme has offered European astronomy students an
opportunity to train as observers on a medium-sized ground-based optical telescope, namely the renowned
2.5-m Isaac Newton Telescope (INT) run by the Isaac Newton Group (ING, a UK-SP-NL institution) on
the beautiful Spanish island of La Palma in the Canary Islands!
Practical training of the European students and hopefully future astronomers is essential in the era of very
large telescopes and their queue-scheduled observing, which limits direct access to the observatories by young
astronomers. Each year, the ING therefore offers 4–5 talented astronomy students the opportunity to spend
one year working as support astronomers at the INT (setting up the instruments, helping visiting observers,
and observing few INT discretionary nights) and working with ING staff on technical and science projects.
High above the clouds at 2400 m, on the edge of the gorgeous Caldera de Taburiente of La Palma, stands
the ”Roque de Los Muchachos” Observatory (ORM) of the Instituto de Astrofísica de Canarias (IAC), part
of the European Northern Observatory (ENO). Year after year, our studentship programme contributes to a
better prepared future generation of astronomers. In this poster, we present some recent technical and science
achievements of our past ING students, encouraging talented students to apply in the future (announced in
February–March via the ING website http://www.ing.iac.es/astronomy/science/studentship.html).


